
Lorain County
Ohio

Lorain County
Ohio

Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report
For The Year Ended December 31, 2001

Mark R. Stewart, Auditor

Lorain County Historical Society

Elyria

Maroon

Avon

Talcott Hall

Oberlin College

Eco Sphere Association

Sheffield Village



In
tro

d
u

cto
ry

S
ectio

n

Tax Settlement Department

(from left) Maggie Barta, Diane Schuster, 
Cheryl Litz, Carmella Phillips

Introductory SectionIntroductory Section

Budget Commission

Greg White ~ County Prosecutor
Dan Talarek ~ County Treasurer
Mark Stewart ~ County Auditor

CAFR Team

(from left) Craig Snodgrass, Lillian Brand
(Lorain County Auditor’s Office)

Steve Luca, Jim Czarney
(Frank, Seringer & Chaney Inc. CPA’s)



Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report
For the Year Ended December 31, 2001

Lorain County

Ohio

Mark R. Stewart
Lorain County Auditor

Prepared by:

J. Craig Snodgrass, CPA, CGFM
Asst. Chief Deputy Auditor

Lillian C. Brand
Asst. Comptroller













vii

The County serves as fiscal agent for the following organizations which are included as agency funds in the report:

Lorain County General Health District
Lorain County Soil and Water Conservation District
Local Emergency Planning Commission
Lorain County Family and Children First Council
Lorain County Port Authority

A complete discussion of the County’s reporting entity is provided in Note 1 to the general purpose financial
statements.

ECONOMIC CONDITION AND OUTLOOK

Lorain County is well situated in a diverse, industrialized region on the southern shore of Lake Erie, within a one-
hour drive of the major cities of Cleveland and Akron.  Approximately one-third of the United States population
lives within a 500-mile radius of the County.  The County enjoys the benefits of urbanization while also offering a
rural atmosphere and a variety of lifestyles for its inhabitants.  The County is traversed by two major limited-access
highways and a number of major State and U.S. Highways.  Interstate Highways 80 and 90, major east-west
transportation links, provide residents of the County direct access to major economic centers such as Chicago,
Illinois, to the west and Cleveland, Ohio; Erie, Pennsylvania; and Buffalo and Rochester, New York to the east.
State and U.S. Routes, such as U.S. 6 and 20 and State Routes 2, 57, 58, 254, and 611, provide excellent access to
local and regional markets south, east and west.  The excellent road network of the County has attracted over 41
common carriers that serve the area.

The County has access to other land transportation as well as sea or air.  The County has access to major railroad
systems and is currently served by Amtrak, ConRail, Norfolk and Southern, Chessie System and Lorain and West
Virginia railroads. A major port located within the corporate limits of the County has facilities which provide ore-
transshipping from ship to ship to rail, and docks and other facilities for the receipt of iron ore, gypsum ore, concrete,
aggregates and oil.  The port is operated by the Lorain Port Authority, a political subdivision separate from the
County.  Air freight and air passenger service access is provided through the Lorain County Regional Airport in
New Russia Township and Cleveland Hopkins International Airport and Burke Lakefront Airport in adjacent
Cuyahoga County.

Numerous adult education opportunities complement the educational programs offered to the youth of the County.
The Lorain County Community College provides the opportunity for the citizens of the County to further their
education with associate degrees in various fields.  The college has teamed-up with other major universities for
students to obtain four-year and graduate degrees.   

MAJOR INITIATIVES

The County made great strides in 2001 in the area of economic development.  The County Economic Development
department expanded its staff and was restructured to better meet the demands of a County on the move.  The County
Commissioners purchased and renovated an existing downtown Elyria structure to house the department and provide
the staff with much-needed space.  

In March of 2001, the County established the Lorain County Port Authority.  This was a cooperative effort with the
State in which both entities are to provide funding with the County contributing 1.5 million dollars.  The mission
of the Port Authority is to promote economic development by assisting private industry initiatives; by encouraging
development and redevelopment; and by promoting investment in business, industrial and transportation projects.  A
five-member board has been created to oversee these functions.  
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Midway Mall

City of Wellington
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Black River - Lorain
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Visual Products

Wellington

Pinnacle Professional Building

Amherst

Lake Ridge Academy

North Ridgeville
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